Tener Expressions

Sometimes in Spanish you cannot use ser or estar to mean “to be.”  When this occurs, it is typically in the case of a tener expression.  Tener usually means “to have”, but in the following expressions it means “to be.”  You must memorize these expressions and use them to help you with future translations. 

Vocabulary




Motions





tener hambre—to be hungry



rub stomach
tener sed—to be thirsty



grab throat


tener cuidado—to be careful



use pointing finger and shake it

tener calor—to be hot



fan yourselves

tener frío—to be cold




rub arms

tener prisa—to be in a hurry



tap watch and look impatient

tener … años—to be … years old


hold up age using fingers
tener vergüenza—to be embarrassed

cover eyes with one hand
tener suerte—to be lucky



find imaginary money and be happy
tener miedo—to be afraid



both hands on face with open mouth
tener razón—to be correct



raise one hand to answer question

tener sueño—to be sleepy



yawn and cover mouth 

tener celos—to be jealous



cross arms and look mean


tener que + infinitive—to have to _______ 

(no motion…just memorize()
tener ganas de + infinitive—to feel like 

(no motion…just memorize()

