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Course Overview 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course provides students with opportunities to develop language proficiency across the three modes of communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational. Students learn about culture through the use of authentic materials that are representative of the Spanish-speaking world. Materials include a variety of different media, journalistic and literary works, interviews, movies, television, web-based research, web-based sources, charts, graphs, and print materials. AP Spanish Language and Culture is a language acquisition course designed to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where Spanish is spoken and as such, is an immersion experience requiring exclusive use of Spanish, a requirement which class participation grades subsequently reflect.  Also all correspondence with students outside of class (emails, conferences, etc.) will be conducted in the target language of Spanish. The course develops the students’ awareness and appreciation of products, both tangible (tools, books) and intangible (laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions that underline both practices and products). All facets of the program prepare the student for the Advanced Placement Examination, and all students are expected to take the AP Examination. 

Real-life Target Language Use 
AP Spanish Language and Culture students are required to actively engage and participate in real-life activities outside the four walls of our classroom. Although communication in Spanish is a nonnegotiable aspect of our classroom environment, the students gain a better appreciation and understanding of the ever-changing world outside of our high school and share their experiences gained as they actively investigate, utilize, and participate in the Spanish world that encompasses our community.  The students complete cultural observations and experiences in their Language/Culture Log.  Options for this log include but are not limited to: cultural festivals; musical shows; theatrical productions; documentation of usage of Spanish on products purchased in stores; visiting, shopping, and experiencing food from local Hispanic food markets; eating at local Mexican restaurants with fellow classmates and speaking Spanish with the staff and each other on a bimonthly basis; visits to university campuses for special cultural events; interviewing native speakers within the community and reporting back to fellow classmates; teaching Spanish to students at local elementary schools; journaling about their progression with the students they are tutoring; volunteering at the adult learning center to help older learners as they strive to attain education within our community; volunteering at the Salvation Army to work as an interpreter for Hispanic parents who wish to participate in the Angel Tree Christmas program.  
Overall Grading
Each quarter grade is based on total points. With accordance to county regulations and because this is an AP Course, 5 points will be added to your overall average at the end of each quarter.  The grading scale is as follows: A: 93-100, B: 85-92, C: 75-84, D: 70-74, F: Below 70.  Punctuality and attendance are critical in the success of the AP Spanish Language and Culture student. Grades are lowered one letter grade for each day an assignment is turned in late. The following are the categories of assignments given throughout the year: Homework; Class work; Tests (assessments include integration of the modes of communication—interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational); Quizzes (announced and unannounced); Oral Assessments; Writing Portfolio (students examine different types of texts, interpret them, and then use them as models with which to write their own; the students maintain a portfolio of all their written work in the classroom in order to chart their progress); Language/Culture Log; Class Participation (based on exclusive use of Spanish); News Report; Essays (students write a variety of persuasive, expository, and/or synthesis essays using authentic listening and reading sources, such as documentaries, news reports, interviews, newspaper and magazine articles; the essays are scored using the AP scoring guidelines); and Final Exam (in AP format; those taking an AP exam and maintaining a B average are exempt from the final exam).    

Academic Misconduct
It is expected that all work you complete for this course is your own.  You are expected to include appropriate citations (when applicable) in all of your work for this course.  The school policy for academic misconduct will be followed.  Academic misconduct includes the following behaviors: Plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, or facilitating any such act.  Any student suspected of committing academic misconduct will be required to meet with me to discuss the situation.  Your name may also be forwarded to the appropriate administrator for possible disciplinary action.  If you are found responsible for committing an act of academic misconduct, you will be assigned a grade of 0 for the applicable assignment until you have completed the required assignments assigned to you by me as a result of our meeting with a maximum possible grade of 80%.
My Teaching Philosophy—AP Spanish Language and Culture
The challenge of teaching AP Spanish Language and Culture inspires me to be a better teacher on a daily basis.  Throughout this course students will gain an appreciation of culture and make comparisons with their own.  It will also offer real world opportunities for communication, will provide connections with other educational disciplines, and will ultimately extend world language classroom experiences to the home, multilingual, and multicultural communities. The most valuable lesson I have learned as a teacher is that I must be willing to learn as well. Through constant planning, researching, reevaluating, rethinking, and strategizing, I wholeheartedly invest my time and energy to providing the best to each of my AP students.  I ask in turn that my students commit to the process of inundating themselves in the Spanish world.  By providing them with an exciting yet equally challenging year, hopefully their successful acquisition of the language can be their shining achievement. I ask that my students make a commitment to show up and participate in every class and that they take something from the four walls of our classroom and share it with the outside world.  My philosophical reality this year will be based on authentically inspired instructional practices that will ultimately utilize the interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational modes of communication.  If history repeats itself, this will spell success for students both academically, personally, and professionally. The most essential element yielding results of success is the LEARNER—who must move from a narrow vision of life to a richer and fuller appreciation of our nation’s and others’ past, present, and future, while simultaneously considering all of the multicultural implications along the way.  Overall, the LEARNER must be mature and sophisticated enough to appreciate the rigors of advanced language instruction and the life-long rewards to be gained from it.  The road will be long, hard, and tough; but the end results are immeasurable! TOGETHER I know we will accomplish great things!
Unas Actividades Fantásticas para la Clase
Many of the following activities have been created by me while others have been borrowed and adapted from fellow teachers I have worked with, or conventions, conferences, and seminars that I have attended. These are the ones that work for my students and that will be used from time to time to further prepare my students throughout the year. 
1. Avalancha:
Students form two groups.  The teacher provides them with a verb to be conjugated.  One by one, a member from each group writes the correct conjugation form of the verb depending on the tense and the subject pronoun.  No group members can coach fellow group member as they individually race to complete the conjugations.  In the event that one member writes the incorrect conjugation down, the teacher yells “Avalancha” avalanche and the students from that team have to begin the process all over again.  The group that ends first, wins.  The game is then repeated with another verb and another tense.  This is a great review of grammar, verb tenses, and subject verb agreement.
2. Batallas de hablar:
Two students come to the front of the classroom.  I give them a theme, a photo, a grammar topic, etc. and they have to speak about it.  They have four minutes total to do this.  The first person tells us something related to the topic, and then the other person tells something related to the topic; then it goes back to the first person’s turn, etc.  Only one sentence is spoken per turn.  Some of the rules are that they cannot repeat what the other person has said.  Some examples of topics include the following: describe your childhood; if you were a dog, what would you do?; what did your parents want you to do when you were a child.  Sometimes the battles are verb-tense specific to review various concepts covered in this course and previous Spanish studies.  This game is a great source of review of grammar, sentence structure, language production, and interpersonal communication.    
3. Categorías en español:
Divide the students into separate groups of 3 or 4 per each group. Provide copies of a table of categories that includes the following: Nombre, Apellido, Ciudad, País, Color, Comida, Animal, Prenda de Vestir, Profesión, Verbo, Adjetivo, Algo Abstracto, Algo Concreto, Deporte Favorito, Persona Famosa, Cosa Favorita. Then give the students a letter of the alphabet—for example the letter “C”. The students have to choose two words that begin with the letter “C” for each category within one minute.  The group with the largest amount of vocabulary words that are not also listed by other groups wins the game.  This is a great review for vocabulary as well as it helps them to think quickly.   
4. Citas Veloces:
The students are divided into two sides of the classroom.  One side is where all the girls sit.  The other side the boys are standing.  The boys rotate to where the girls are sitting every 30 seconds.  Each of the students have been given a list of 3 to 5 questions to ask as they are speed dating—for example, what’s your ideal guy/girl. This is a great opportunity for the students to respond to impromptu conversations.  The next time we play this game, the students will develop their own questions to ask each other. 
5. Debates:
Debates are used especially in discussion of controversial topics.  The students are separated into a pro group and a con group.  The students have the opportunity to research and strategize before participating in the debate.  They are given time in class for discussion with their fellow group members before beginning the debate.  Usually this is anywhere between 4 to 6 minutes.  Then the students will have approximately 7 minutes to defend their points of view with additional time provided to go back and forth before presenting their closing arguments. 
6. Interpretes Peligrosos:
Students form two groups.  Then one person from each group approaches a bell located in the classroom at a central location.  A vocabulary word, sentence translation, movie title, book title, song title, famous person/artist title, group title, etc. is given to the students by the teacher.  The first one to ring in on the bell and answer correctly wins the round for their group.  The group with the most points wins the game.  This is a great review of grammar and vocabulary. 
7. Mano a Mano:
In this Face off game, the students are split up into two groups.  Each student has one student on the opposing team that they are facing off with.  The object of the game is to stump their opponent with a vocabulary word that they think that the other one does not know very well.  If this is the case, the person who gets it wrong forfeits a point to the person who stumped them.  That person’s team, in turn, receives the point.  The team with the most points wins.  Whenever there is a word that is unknown, the individual compiles a list of said vocabulary words for future studying and assessment.   
8. Notitas Rápidas:
Students individually are given 3 minutes to write about various topics, themes, questions, and/or picture(s) in Spanish.  Any and every thing that they can write about it, it is essential that they do so during the allotted time.  These are then shared with fellow classmates and/or turned in to the teacher.  
9. Pecha Kucha: 
Pecha Kucha is a Japanese method of presentation. The students are shown anywhere from 10 to 20 slides for 20 seconds each slide. Slides advance automatically and do not repeat.  While partnered up in groups of two, the students alternate speaking about each slide.  This provides a great deal of interpersonal speaking practice.  It is a great way to introduce a theme or topic as well as a great way to close out a theme or topic covered in class.
10. Piensa, Comparte y Expone: 
Think, Pair, Share allows students to come up with individual ideas related to various topics and share these with their fellow classmates.  This can be used with discussion topics, article summations, opinion based topics, and simple talk.
11. ¿Quién no sabe?:
Students form two groups. The numbers 1-40 are written on the board. We start with one side of the classroom. One student from that first group says a number. That number is erased from the board and the teacher finds the corresponding number with a designated vocabulary word assigned to it.  The teacher shows this card to the team member’s side of the room that chose the number.  The people from this team who know how to translate the vocabulary word will stand up.  The other group then picks one person who is standing up (let’s just pretend Roberto) and says “Roberto no sabe.”  If Roberto does know how to translate the vocabulary word, his team receives points for however many people stood up on his side.  If Roberto does not know the translation, then his team will lose points for however many people are standing up on his side.  The turn then now goes to the other half of the class while they get to pick a number, stand if they know it, etc. The winning team is the team with the most points at the end.  This can be used with sentence translations, vocabulary recognition, grammar concepts, etc. Some rules that must be followed: everyone for both teams has to stand up at least 3 times throughout the game.  Also it is forbidden to sit down once they have stood up.  This is a great way to review vocabulary.   
12. ¡Vamos a Pelear!:
Students get to spend time in class arguing.  The students are given various scenarios of arguments to role play.  The students will be paired off and have to fight each other individually depending on their role play assignment (waiter/customer, teacher/student, mom/dad, etc.).  They will be given five minutes to development a rough idea of what they are going to say, then two minutes to do the role play activity.  This is a great speaking and impromptu writing activitiy. 

Los textos y otras fuentes esenciales e importantes
· Abriendo Paso Temas y Lecturas
Authors: José M. Díaz, María F. Nadel
Publisher and Date: Pearson Education, Inc., 2014
Description: Provides students with review over grammar concepts as well as contains organized units around the themes of the AP Spanish Language and Culture Curriculum Framework. 
· Triángulo Aprobado 
Authors: Bárbara Gatski, John McMullan
Publisher and Date: Wayside Publishing, 2013
Description: Serves as the basis for preparation of students who are taking the AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam.
· Como Agua Para Chocolate por Laura Esquivel—los estudiantes van a leerlo durante el verano antes del principio del año
· 501 Spanish Verbs
Authors: Christopher Kendris, Ph.D., Theodore Kendris, Ph.D. 
Publisher and Date: Barron's Educational Series, Inc., 2003
Description: Summary of meanings and uses of Spanish and English verb tenses and moods. 
· Radio Naciones Unidas http://www.un.org/radio/es/
· BBC www.bbcmundo.com
· Univisión www.univision.com
· CNN in Español http://www.cnn.com/espanol
· La Nación http://www.nacion.com
· Prensaescrita.com http://www.prensaescrita.com/
· El Mundo http://elmundo.es/
· Hola Tennessee www.holatn.com 
· Hay más fuentes mencionadas específicamente en las unidades de los temas que siguen.  
Course Planner 
Through the incorporation of effective language use, the fusion of the interpretive, presentational, and interpersonal modes of communication, and the study of the following AP Spanish Language and Culture units, students build the necessary skills to reach the learning objectives through the expansion of their receptive, productive, and interactive Spanish abilities and skill set.  
AP themes to be covered include: 
Las identidades personales y públicas 
La belleza y la estética 
La vida contemporánea 
Las familias y las comunidades 
Los desafíos mundiales 
La ciencia y la tecnología 
Unit 1: Las identidades personales y públicas 

Conexión a otros temas: La belleza y la estética

  La vida contemporánea

Contextos Recomendados: La identidad nacional y la identidad étnica



       Las creencias personales
Preguntas esenciales:  
¿Cómo influye la sociedad en la identidad de una persona?
¿Han causado un gran impacto las leyes de inmigración  en la vida de los hispanohablantes?
¿Cuáles son las perspectivas de los hispanohablantes sobre la palabra hispana y latina?

Unit 2: La belleza y la estética

Conexión: Las identidades personales y públicas

     La ciencia y la tecnología

Contexto Recomendado: Definiciones de la belleza
Preguntas Esenciales:
¿Qué es la percepción de la belleza en la comunidad?
¿Cómo valora la sociedad la belleza externa en contrasto con la belleza interna? 
¿Cuáles son las expectaciones imposibles que la sociedad tiene en cómo definir la belleza de una persona? 
Unit 3: La vida contemporánea 
Conexión: Las ciencias y la tecnología

Contextos Recomendados: Los efectos de la tecnología en el individuo y en la sociedad
                                               El entretenimiento y la diversión 
                                               Las relaciones personales 
                                               Las tradiciones 
                                               Los valores sociales
Preguntas Esenciales:
¿Cuál impacto tienen las redes sociales en la vida cotidiana de los jóvenes?  
Explica los impactos negativos y positivos de la tecnología en las relaciones entre los jóvenes.  
¿Ha creado una sociedad mejor o peor el crecimiento de la tecnología?

Unit 4: Las familias y las comunidades 
Conexión: Las identidades personales y públicas
Contextos Recomendados: La vida contemporánea
                                                   Los desafíos mundiales
Preguntas Esenciales:
¿Cuál es la influencia de los miembros de la familia en la formación del individuo?
¿Cuáles son los papeles y las responsabilidades de las familias?
¿Cómo influye el estilo de vida moderna en las relaciones familiares?
Unit 5: Los desafíos mundiales 
Conexión: La ciencia y la tecnología
Contextos Recomendados: La población y la demografía




       Los temas del medioambiente


Preguntas Esenciales:

¿Cuál es el problema del aumento de la población en un país o en una ciudad?  
¿Cuáles son las ventajas y desventajas de vivir en una ciudad grande?  
¿Cuáles son los problemas que causa la superpoblación en relación al medioambiente?
Unit 6: La ciencia y la tecnología 
Conexión: Las identidades personales y públicas
Contexto Recomendado: Las redes sociales 
Preguntas esenciales: 
¿Cómo sería diferente la comunicación sin el Internet y las redes sociales?  
¿Es mejor nuestra vida con la integración de las redes sociales?
¿Es mejor nuestra vida con las avanzas de la tecnología?
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